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Groundbreaking lens implant surgery performed at Luton & Dunstable University Hospital 

A groundbreaking lens implant procedure, the first of its’ kind to be performed in England, was 
undertaken at the Luton & Dunstable University Hospital (L&D), Bedfordshire last month (November 
8) by internationally-recognised Consultant ophthalmologist Mr Allon Barsam. 

The procedure, using a small aperture IC-8™ intraocular lens, was used to cure a patient with both 
cataracts and irregular corneas where it is known that standard intraocular lens often do not work 
well. The small aperture lens, about the size of a pin head, was successfully implanted into the 
affected eye using specialist equipment, under NHS provision at the L&D Hospital. 

Cataracts are often an age-related condition, causing cloudy or misty vision. Over time, cataracts 
worsen and start to affect vision and quality of life. In the UK, 60% of 60 year olds have some degree 
of visual impairment caused by cataracts and everyone over the age of 80 years will develop one. 

For Mr Barsam’s patient, 73 year old Margaret Scollon from Barton le Clay, Bedfordshire, there were 
no other surgical options available and contact lens fitting was not possible. Without this surgery, 
she would have faced progressive worsening of vision from both her cataracts and her corneal 
disease.  

Four weeks after the surgery Margaret said: “Thanks to Mr Barsam and the team at L&D I can 
already feel the benefits of the surgery - I can see more clearly. The whole experience - from 
consultation, to the procedure, to the after-care - has been first-class. I am extremely grateful to 
have been given my life back.” 

The IC-8 lens was launched by AcuFocus in Europe in 2016. Mr Barsam has performed thousands of 
cataract procedures but the world-renowned Consultant ophthalmologist is more excited about this 
small-aperture IC-8 intraocular lens for working with irregular corneas, explaining that it stands out 
for providing a continuous, broad range of vision and excellent acuity across many focal distances.  

Mr Barsam says: “This novel device offers a unique treatment option for patients who have both 
cataracts and irregular corneas. Having researched and liaised with other surgeons and colleagues 
around the world, and reviewed their results, I was confident that this was a safe and effective 
option.  

“Cataracts are an age-related condition that affects us all. Eventually surgery is required and this 
innovative lens could make a positive difference to peoples’ lives. I am excited about this advanced 
option for cataract patients – especially those who also suffer with irregular corneas where standard 
lens options often do not work well.” 

Dr Danielle Freedman, Chief Medical Advisor at the Luton & Dunstable University Hospital said: “We 
are proud to be able to offer such leading technology and to be one of the first NHS hospitals to 



 

provide this for our patients. The innovation and skills of Mr Barsam, combined with our own 
exceptional team, means we have paved the way for many more successful procedures of this kind 
across the country.” 

Ends 

Notes to editors: 

Mr Allon Barsam is available for interviews. 

Images attached of Allon and the IC-8 lens. 

For more information or to arrange an interview with Mr Barsam, please contact: 
AB Vision PR team 
Email pr@allonbarsam.com or call Lynda Barrow on 07968 595 928 
or 
AB Vision clinic team 
Email info@allonbarsam.com or call Joanne Cantor on 0808 133 2020 
 
About Mr Allon Barsam MB BS MA FRCOphth 
Mr Allon Barsam is a Consultant ophthalmologist who graduated from Cambridge University and 
University College London Medical Schools with Honours and a Distinction in Surgery. His residency 
training was at Moorfields Eye Hospital in London. He then completed a one-year fellowship in New 
York where he worked closely with two of the founding fathers of modern cornea, cataract and laser 
vision correction surgery.  After this, Mr Barsam was awarded a Surgery Fellowship (in cornea, 
cataract and refractive surgery) at the Western Eye Hospital in London.  
 
Mr Barsam’s extensive and wide-ranging training means he can tailor specific treatments for every 
patient; and his technical microsurgical skills have earned him a worldwide reputation.  He has 
carried out thousands of laser eye surgeries, refractive and cataract procedures and hundreds of 
corneal transplant procedures.   
 
Mr Barsam is often referred to as the surgeons’ eye surgeon and has treated hundreds of 
Optometrists, Doctors and members of their families. In the last year alone, seven surgeons 
including three other eye surgeons chose Allon Barsam for their vision correction surgery. 
For more information, visit www.allonbarsam.com  
 
About AcuFocus and the IC-8™ Lens 
AcuFocus, Inc. is a privately held ophthalmic medical device company that develops and markets 
breakthrough technologies for the improvement of near vision. The Company’s proven, proprietary 
technology platforms use a small aperture – or pinhole – effect to allow only focused light rays to 
reach the retina and bring objects into clear focus. The result is unique, reliable and long-lasting 
performance. Using the small aperture concept, the innovative IC-8 intraocular lens is designed to 
provide a range of vision across various distances, from near to far, for patients with cataracts. The 



 

IOL is CE Marked and currently available in select markets. Founded in 2001, AcuFocus is based in 
Irvine, CA. For more information, visit www.AcuFocus.com. 


